Swindell, Lindsey R. The Path to the Greater, Freer, Truer World: Southern Civil Rights and Anticolonialism, 1937-1955 . Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2014, pp.256, ISBN: 978-0-8130-4992-2. The Southern Negro Youth Congress and the Council on African Affairs were two organizations created as part of the early civil rights efforts to address race and labor issues during the Great Depression. They fought within a leftist, Pan-African framework against disenfranchisement, segregation, labor exploitation, and colonialism. By situating the development of the Southern Negro Youth Congress and the Council on African Affairs within the scope of the long civil rights movement, the author (a visiting assistant professor of history at Sam Houston State University and author of The Politics of Paul Robeson's Othello and Paul Robeson: A Life of Activism and Art) reveals how these groups conceptualized the U.S. South as being central to their vision of a global African diaspora. Both organizations illustrate well the progressive collaborations that maintained an international awareness during World War II. Cleavages from anti-radical repression in the postwar years are also evident in the dismantling of these groups when they became casualties of the early Cold War.
Aiyar, Sana. Indians in Kenya: The Politics of Diaspora. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2015, pp.384, ISBN: 9780674289888. This work chronicles the competing, often contradictory, strategies by which the South Asian diaspora sought a political voice in Kenya from the beginning of colonial rule in the late 1890s to independence in the 1960s. Hence, the author (an Assistant Professor of History at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology) investigates how the many strands of Indians' diasporic identity influenced Kenya's political leadership, from claiming partnership with Europeans in their mission to colonize and "civilize" East Africa to successful collaborations with Africans to battle for racial equality, including during the Mau Mau Rebellion. She also explores how the hierarchical structures of colonial governance, the material inequalities between Indians and Africans, and the racialized political discourses that flourished in both colonial and postcolonial Kenya limited the success of alliances across racial and class lines to demonstrate that only by examining the ties that bound Indians to worlds on both sides of the Indian Ocean, we can also understand how Kenya came to terms with its South Asian minority. In this book the authors show how punitive policy of aggressive policing and draconian sentencing for illegal drug possession and related crimes have led to the imprisonment of millions of African Americans-far in excess of their representation in the population as a whole has enjoyed the support of many working-class and middle-class Blacks, who were angry about decline and disorder in their communities. Hence the book uncovers the role African Americans played in creating today's system of mass incarceration to report that current anti-drug policies are based on a set of controversial laws first adopted in New York in the early 1970s and championed by the state's Republican governor, Nelson Rockefeller. Fortner traces how many Black people in New York came to believe that the rehabilitation-focused liberal policies of the 1960s had failed. Faced with economic malaise and rising rates of addiction and crime, they blamed addicts and pushers. By 1973, the outcry from grassroots activists and civic leaders in Harlem calling for drastic measures presented Rockefeller with a welcome opportunity to crack down on crime and boost his political career. New York became the first state to mandate long prison sentences for selling or possessing narcotics. Here, the author lays bare the tangled roots of a pernicious system as America's drug policies is linked in part to a manifestation of a conservative movement, and thus a product of Black America's confrontation with crime and neighborhood problems.
Bindman, David, Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Karen C. C. Dalton (eds. This book is an interdisciplinary treatment of modern Black literature and cultural history, showing how debates over Africa in the works of major Black writers generated productive models for imagining political agency. Goyal (an assistant professor in the Department of English at the University of California, Los Angeles) analyzes the tensions between romance and realism in the literature of the African diaspora, examining a remarkably diverse group of twentieth-century authors, including W. E. B. Du Bois, Chinua Achebe, Richard Wright, Ama Ata Aidoo and Caryl Phillips. Shifting the center of Black diaspora studies by considering Africa as constitutive of Black modernity rather than its forgotten past, the author argues that it is through the figure of romance that the possibility of diaspora is imagined across time and space. Drawing on literature, political history and postcolonial theory, this addition to the cross-cultural study of literatures should be of interest to scholars of African American Studies, African Studies and American literary studies. This book is critical history and first book-length treatment of the evolution, beliefs and practices of an extraordinary African-American church and community institution, the John Coltrane Church which began in 1965, when Franzo and Marina King attended a performance of the John Coltrane Quartet at San Francisco's Jazz Workshop and saw a vision of the Holy Ghost as Coltrane took the bandstand. Celebrating the spirituality of the late jazz innovator and his music, the church emerged during the demise of Black-owned jazz clubs in San Francisco, and at a time of growing disillusionment with counterculture spirituality following the 1978 Jonestown tragedy. Interestingly, the ideology of the church was refined through alliances with the Black Panther Party, Alice Coltrane, the African Orthodox Church and the Nation of Islam. For 50 years, the church has-in the name of its patron saint, John Coltrane-effectively fought redevelopment, environmental racism, police brutality, mortgage foreclosures, religious intolerance, gender disparity and the corporatization of jazz. This book explores how artists practice their craft work in the contexts of Sufism and daily life in central Senegal. Drawing from 17 months of ethnographic study, this volume is a close look at everyday practices of religious beliefs and arts practices in two weaving communities. Placed in context of this region's religious history, the book describes a contemporary religious diversity that includes Sufism, indigenous religions, and an environment rich in artistic expressions of belief. By focusing on weavers' perspectives on Islam in daily life, illuminated through personal interviews, this book explores the relationships between artists and their beliefs. Religious beliefs are not their only motivation for weaving, though. Weavers integrate their religious affiliations with their familial, ethnic, and regional heritages, creating a set of beliefs that inspires their art work. The book is written for a wide interdisciplinary audience in the arts, social sciences, and humanities, in its combination of historical and ethnographic approaches to art and belief. By exploring the diversity of personal responses to religious beliefs, this book will give greater attention to the practical importance of Islam in everyday life, and also the significance that beliefs have in creative expression. The issues arising from rapid global integration have generally been treated in isolation by most academic works. This volume examines the many pitfalls of globalization from the perspective of impoverished and indigenous peoples, including the widening wealth gap, the struggle for restoration of dispossessed lands and cultural rights, global warming and ecological annihilation, and the experiences of women in underdeveloped regions. The United States' growing prison industrial complex is discussed. The author (a professor of religious, Latin American, Middle Eastern and North African Studies at the University of Arizona) concludes with a call for reassessing current ways of living and proposes recreating cultures of conservation and sustainable economies. In a portrait of the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first, the author (a prize-winning essayist, novelist, poet, playwright, and retired University of California at Berkeley professor) charts Muhammad Ali's evolution from Black Nationalism to universalism, and gives due credit to the Nation of Islam's and Black Nationalism's important influence on Ali's intellectual development. People who led these organizations are given a chance to speak up such as Sam X, who introduced Ali to the Nation of Islam, said that without his mentor Elijah Muhammad, nobody would ever have heard of Ali. This work is a synthesis of the ideas that have made Afrocentric theorists the leading voices of the African renaissance. Written from the vantage point of the philosophical and political discourse that emerged over the past twenty-five years, this introduction to African social and cultural criticism engages in the practice of critical thinking by raising questions about how African people view themselves and the world. Tackling the themes of culture, education, social sciences, the university, politics, African unity, and the prospects for peace in Africa, and thus, the book's author (professor and chair of the Department of African American Studies at Temple University) plan is to reorient our thinking on Africa by asking questions of Africa and African people rather than imposing preconceived, external ideas on African issues. By examining Amilcar Cabral's theories and praxes, as well as several of the antecedents and major influences on the evolution of his radical politics and critical social theory, this book reintroduces, chronicles, and analyzes several of the core characteristics of the Africana tradition of critical theory. The author (professor of African, African American, and Caribbean Studies in the Department of Ethnic Studies at the University of Colorado, Boulder) is primary concerned with Cabral's theoretical and political legacies (how he constructed, deconstructed, and reconstructed theory and the aims, objectives, and concrete outcomes of his theoretical applications and discursive practices). The book begins with the Negritude Movement, and specifically the work of Léopold Senghor, Aimé Césaire, and Jean-Paul Sartre. Next, it shifts the focus to Frantz Fanon's discourse on radical disalienation and revolutionary decolonization. Finally, it offers an extended engagement of Cabral's critical theory and contributions to the Africana tradition of critical theory. In this book, the author (Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Anthropology at Morgan State University) focuses on Eric Williams's role not only in challenging the colonial exploitation of Trinbagonians but also in seeking to educate and mobilize them in an effort to generate a collective identity in the struggle for independence. Williams (1911 Williams ( -1981 served as the first prime minister of Trinidad and Tobago. Drawing on archival research and using a conflated theoretical framework, the author offers a portrait of Williams that shows how his experiences in Trinidad, England, and America radicalized him and how his relationships with other Caribbean intellectuals-along with Aimé Césaire in Martinique, Juan Bosch in the Dominican Republic, George Lamming of Barbados, and Frantz Fanon from Martinique-enabled him to seize opportunities for social change and make a significant contribution to Caribbean epistemology. This collection of essays by fifteen scholars of history and literature establishes Black women's places in intellectual history by engaging the work of writers, educators, activists, religious leaders, and social reformers in the United States, Africa, and the Caribbean. Dedicated to recovering the contributions of thinkers marginalized by both their race and their gender, these essays uncover the work of unconventional intellectuals, both formally educated and self-taught, and explore the broad community of ideas in which their work participated. The end result is a field-defining and innovative volume that addresses topics ranging from religion and slavery to the politicized and gendered reappraisal of the Black female body in contemporary culture. This work provides a story of the Wilmington Ten, connecting their story to the Black Power Movement and the transformation of post-Civil Rights era political organizing. Grounded in extensive interviews, declassified government documents, and archival research, the book examines the 1971 events and the subsequent movement for justice that strongly influenced the wider African American freedom struggle. The drama began in February 1971 wherein racial tension surrounding school desegregation in Wilmington, North Carolina, culminated in four days of violence and skirmishes between white vigilantes and Black residents. The turmoil resulted in two deaths, six injuries, more than $500,000 in damage, and the firebombing of a white-owned store, before the National Guard restored uneasy peace. Despite glaring irregularities in the subsequent trial, ten young persons were convicted of arson and conspiracy and then sentenced to a total of 282 years in prison. They became known internationally as the Wilmington Ten. Thus, a movement arose within North Carolina and beyond to demand their freedom, and after several witnesses admitted to perjury, a federal appeals court, citing prosecutorial misconduct, overturned the convictions in 1980. The author is a professor of African American and Diaspora Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and director of the UNC Center for the Study of the American South. Press, 2014, pp. 192, ISBN: 978-0-8135-6520-0. A look at how, with the island's political and economic future in question, reproduction has become the subject of heated public debates and agonizing private decisions. Drawing from several years of first-hand observations and interviews, the author takes an inside look at Cuba's households and medical systems. Along the way, the author (an assistant professor of anthropology at the University at Albany, State University of New York) introduces the reader to the women who wrestle with the difficult question of whether they can afford a child, as well as the doctors who, with only meager resources at their disposal, struggle to balance the needs of their patients with the mandates of the state. Hence, the book considers not only how socialist policies have profoundly affected the ways Cuban families imagine the future, but also how the current crisis in reproduction has deeply influenced ordinary Cubans' views on socialism and the future of the revolution. This work expands the diaspora framework to include Mexico, Peru, Ecuador, and Cuba, exploring the connections and disjunctures between colonial Latin America and the African diaspora in the Spanish empires. Analysis of the regions of Mexico and the Andes opens up new questions of community formation that incorporated Spanish legal strategies in secular and ecclesiastical institutions as well as articulations of multiple African identities. The volume is arranged around three subthemes: identity construction in the Americas; the struggle by enslaved and free people to present themselves as civilized, Christian, and resistant to enslavement; and issues of cultural exclusion and inclusion. Using history, literature, participant observation, and interviews, the author surveys Zimbabwean feminisms from the colonial era to today. Hence, the author (a professor emerita of anthropology at the University of California, Santa Cruz) examines how actions as seemingly disparate as an ability to bake scones during the revolution and achieving power within a marriage in fact represent complex sources of female empowerment. She also presents the ways women across Zimbabwean society--rural and urban, professional and domestic--accommodated or confronted post-independence setbacks. And finally, the book offers perspectives on how contemporary Zimbabwean women depart from the prevailing view that feminism is a Western imposition having little to do with African women. The result of thirty years of experience, the book addresses what happened when a generation of African women deferred their dreams of empowerment. This book is part film history and part film theory and criticism. The history part traces the origin of the Nigerian cinema up to the present era of video productions. The work examines in detail, the contextual issues which have helped to define emergent trends within the industry. And specifically, the book look at the rise and fall of the cinema industry and the advent of television drama in Nigeria, especially the soap opera format, which fertilized the ground for professional film practice; it provides a critical study of the concept of genre and its application in the development of the contemporary Nigerian film industry over the years, followed by identifying and analyzing some basic trends, which have had determinate effect on the emergent film industry, it attempts a detailed study of the epic and historical genre in Nollywood which starts from a preliminary study of the nature of history and its use in the reconstruction of a people's past; and it also entails examining the use of oral tradition; it provides a critical look at the security system in Nigeria and how ad hoc preventive measures have been put in place by people as a matter of necessity; it utilizes a critical analysis of the political genre in Nigerian films in a review of the concept of politics and the peculiar nature of the political process in the Nigerian experience; and it looks at the overall development of Nollywood, the contemporary Nigerian film industry to note that the production context of any film culture determines the emergence of genres or film movements. 1960 -1973 . New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2015 9781433117701.
An examination of the life of Malcolm X (El Hajj Malik Shabazz) as a radical political figure, teacher and mentor that explores the untold tenets of Malcolm X's educational philosophy, and traces a historical trajectory of Black activists that sought to create spaces of liberation and learning free from cultural and racial oppression. It also explains a side of the Black student movement and the shift in Black power that developed as a result of the student protests in North Carolina and Duke University. From these acts, Malcolm X Liberation University, the Student Organization for Black Unity, and African Liberation Day were produced to serve as catalysts to extend the tradition of Black activism in the late 1960s and early 1970s. The author is an assistant professor in the Education Studies Program at Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia. This award-wining biography chronicles Ella Baker's long and rich political career as an organizer, intellectual, and teacher from her early experiences in depression-era Harlem to the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. Hence, the author shows Baker (1903 Baker ( -1986 to be a complex figure whose radical, democratic worldview, commitment to empowering the Black poor, and emphasis on group centered grassroots leadership set her apart from most of her political contemporaries. Beyond documenting an extraordinary life, the book paints a vivid picture of the African American fight for justice and its intersections with other progressive struggles worldwide across the twentieth century. The author is a professor of Gender and Women's Studies, African American Studies and History at the University of Illinois at Chicago. In this rare window into Zulu mysticism, Vusamazulu Credo Mutwa breaks the bonds of traditional silence to share his personal experiences as a a traditional healer. Set against the backdrop of post-colonial South Africa, Mutwa relays first-person accounts of an African healer and reveals the cosmology of the Zulu. He begins with the compelling story of his personal journey as an English-trained Christian schoolteacher who receives a calling to follow in his grandfather's footsteps as a shaman and keeper of folklore. He then tells the stories of his ancestors, including creation myths; how evil came to the world; the adventures of the trickster god Kintu; and Zulu relations with the "fiery visitors," whom he likens to extraterrestrials. In an attempt to preserve the knowledge of his ancestors and encourage his vision of a world united in peace and harmony, Mutwa also shares previously guarded secrets of Zulu healing and spiritual practices: including the curing power and the psychic powers of the Zulu people. This contribution traces the changing social significance of national theatre in Ghana from its rise as an idealistic state project from the time of independence to its reinvention in recent electronic, market-oriented genres. Thus, the author (associate professor of Anthropology at Haverford College and author of Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and Entrepreneurship in Ghanaian Popular Music) presents portraits of many key figures in Ghanaian theatre and examines how Akan trickster tales were adapted as the basis of a modern national theatre. This performance style tied Accra's evolving urban identity to rural origins and to Pan African liberation politics. Contradictions emerge, however, when the ideal Ghanaian citizen is a mythic hustler who stands at the crossroads between personal desires and collective obligations. And furthermore, the author examines the interplay between on-stage action and off-stage events to show how trickster theatre shapes an evolving urban world. 
